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Ashwood College benefits from 
$10.5 million funding boost
Residents in Burwood will benefit 
from the $10.5 million allocated to 
Ashwood College for construction of 
an administration centre, new learning 
areas and a gymnasium as part of the 
government’s $200 million capital 
works funding commitment for state 
schools.

The Government has recognised the 
needs of Ashwood College and the 
benefits that improved facilities will 
bring to the school.

This is a significant investment in the 
infrastructure of Ashwood College and I 
am pleased that this has been achieved 
in what can be considered a very 
difficult financial environment. This will 
put Ashwood College at the forefront of 
secondary schooling in the region.

This is a great outcome for the local 
community and I commend the good 
work of Principal Kerri Croft, School 
Council President Mariette Tuohey and 
all staff and students, both past and 
present. They should all be proud of 
their persistence and commitment to 
Ashwood College and its future.

     I want to make sure that the views and 
concerns of local residents are heard and 
expressed through strong and effective 
representation. That’s why I want to hear  
from you, so feel free to fill in my Issues Survey 
on my website at www.grahamwatt.com.au

“

“
INSIDE:  • Record Infrastructure Investment 
 • Further funding for Health

2012 BUDGET EDITION

Sunday 22nd of July 3pm 
Ashburton Womens S.C. vs Box Hill United 
Ashburton Park, Ashburton

Saturday 28th of July 3pm 
Harlequins Rugby vs Box Hill Rugby 
Holmesglen Reserve, Ashwood

Saturday 4th of August 3:30pm 
Waverley Hockey Club (Womens) vs M.C.C. 
Hedley Hutton Field, Ashwood 

Saturday 18th August 2pm
Emmaus St Leos F.C. vs St Mary Salesian F.C.
Bennettswood Sports Ground, Burwood

•  Planning and development for a new 
police station at Mount Waverley

•  More than $113 million for stronger 
management of known sex offenders 

•  $107 million over four years 
to Victoria Legal Aid to provide 
casework and duty lawyer services

•  Eliminating level crossings at 
Springvale Road Springvale, and 
Mitcham and Rooks Roads in 

Mitcham

•  Koo Wee Rup Bypass will be built 
with a $66 million investment

•  Upgrades to computer-aided 
dispatch infrastructure for 
the Emergency Services 
Telecommunications Authority

•  $2 million for planning and 
development for the Royal Victorian 
Eye and Ear Hospital Redevelopment

•  New acute adult mental health beds 
to ease demand pressures on 

emergency departments and 
the shortage of inpatient 
beds

•  WorkCover premiums 
for Victorian 
employers will be 
reduced by 3 per cent 
from 1 July 2012

•  All apprenticeship courses will see 
an increase in funding

•  Funding for certificate III and IV 
courses in skills such as carpentry, 
bricklaying, plumbing, engineering, 
automotive, children’s services, aged 
care and disability will rise 

•  Increase funding to support students 
with disabilities

•  Delivering a $58 million 
manufacturing strategy focused on 
lifting individual firm productivity and 
investing in technological innovation

•  Funding a new $50 million 
International Engagement Strategy 
to expand Victoria’s export markets, 
particularly in rapidly growing Asian 
economies
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Where’s Wattsy?
The right plan for the tough 
challenges ahead
The Baillieu Government’s second budget introduced into Parliament by the 
Treasurer Kim Wells has been handed down in some of the most difficult 
economic circumstances in recent years.  Severe cuts in GST funding by 
the Federal Government, reductions in stamp duty collections and slower 
consumption growth has eroded $7.6 billion over the four year outlook 
period from 2012 - 2013.  We are also endeavouring to limit the damage to 
our revenue from cost overruns in the legacy projects of the previous Labor 
Government. 

This Budget ensures that our future prosperity is not 
jeopardised and continues funding for services on which 
Victorians rely. 

An important part of this Budget is the commitment to the future of Victoria 
by continuing investment in infrastructure and services. The Baillieu 
Government continues to deliver on its election commitments, including 
the $10.5 million redevelopment of Ashwood College and forge ahead 
with new commitments such as the $350 million upgrade separation on 
Springvale, Mitcham and Rooks Roads, the $156 million Dingley Bypass 
and the $1.2 billion redevelopment of Webb Dock.  

We will be able to undertake these projects and more, unlike other States, 
without the loss of our AAA credit rating that keeps interest rates on our debt 
low.

GRAHAM WATT MP 
Member for Burwood

The 2012-13 State Budget delivers some important measures including:

Full details of the 2012 Victorian State Budget are 
available at www.budget.vic.gov.au

Teachers Share 
Morning Tea 
with Minister
It was pleasing to visit 
Solway Primary School 
with the Minister for 

Education and former school Principal Martin Dixon, to share 
in morning tea with the Principal Julie Wilkinson and teachers.  
The Minister toured the school and was able to see the capital 
works that have recently been completed.  

There has been considerable investment by the Baillieu 
Government in education in Burwood, including the completion 
of the $3.2 million Wattle Park Primary School building 
development. Tendering for the construction of Ashburton 
Primary Schools’ $6 million redevelopment has already begun.



Extra Transit 
Police for Public 
Transport
The delivery of 100 
extra transit police on 
Victoria’s public transport 
network by 30 June 2012 
will mean that 350 police 
will be dedicated solely to 
the safety of passengers 
travelling on trains, trams 
and buses.

This boost to Victoria Police’s transit division is 
another step toward a safer Victoria under a Baillieu 
Government.   The Baillieu Government promised 100 
extra transit police during our first term of government 
and this announcement delivers on that election 
promise.

This commitment combined with the roll-out of 
Protective Services Officers and the recruitment of 
more police should dramatically reduce crime and the 
state of fear many commuters experience after dark on 
our public transport network.

Record Infrastructure Investment
The Baillieu Government is providing a record $5.8 
billion in infrastructure investment, including $695 
million in the State Budget to help ease road congestion 
in Melbourne’s suburbs and across Victoria. These new 
road projects will mean less congestion and more than 
4,500 jobs. 

The Baillieu Government is delivering on its 
commitment to link Avalon Airport with Melbourne and 
Geelong by rail, with the Budget providing funding to 
begin project planning and design. W-class trams will 
also be preserved over the next four years, thanks to 
an $8 million allocation.  There is also $222 million for 
the immediate purchase of seven new trains as part of 
a commitment to provide 40 new trains. 

Protecting our most vulnerable
The Baillieu Government will provide an additional 
$336 million over five years in the Budget to protect 
our most vulnerable children. These reforms include 
better support for victims of sexual abuse with three 
new Multi-Disciplinary Centres co-locating police, child 
protection workers and specialist counsellors.

As part of the funding, the Government will provide $80 
million to strengthen child protection, including 42 child 
protection workers and reforms to increase frontline 
assistance. These reforms to the child protection 
system aim to prevent child abuse, reduce its impact 
on children and deliver the best possible outcomes for 
children in state care.

The Baillieu Government will provide $13.7 
billion to Victoria’s hospitals and health 
system, recognising the importance of 
health services keeping pace with a growing 
population. 

The Budget includes $883 million in 
increased funding for the public hospital 
system, and also provides $364 million of 
new infrastructure investment for health 
and aged care services.

Mental health services will be boosted 
through a range of investments including 
refurbishing and redeveloping community 
mental health infrastructure. Funding 
is allocated for new acute adult mental 
health beds to ease demand pressures on 
emergency departments and the shortage 
of inpatient beds.

The budget provides an additional $7.3 
million for the planning and development 

of the Monash Children’s Hospital this year, 
bringing the total funding for planning and 
preliminary work of the new Children’s 
Hospital at the Monash Medical Centre 
to $15.8 million. This will complement the 
existing commitment to the $447.5 million 
Box Hill Hospital redevelopment and adds 
to the increased funding for Hospitals 
servicing the Burwood electorate. 

Further funding for Health

Ashburton Police Station refurbish-
ment works begin
On the 21st of May works began on refurbishing 
the Ashburton Police Station. These works were 
an election commitment and are needed to bring 
the building to modern standards. $500,000 
was allocated in the 2011-2012 budget papers. 
The Government is committed to restoring this 
important local police station and we are acting to 
deliver on this commitment.

Full Steam Ahead for Ashy Dasher

Working hard to improve local services

A better health deal

Fixing public transport

Tough new laws to curb violence

Caring for our local community

Restoring integrity in government

   As a parent, we want our children to have the 
best education possible. That is why I am pleased 
to have delivered $10.5 million for new facilities at  
Ashwood College.

“ “
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“We are delivering on our 
election commitments 
and bringing good, 
prudent and responsible 
government back to 
Victoria.”
Ted Baillieu
Premier

Ashburton went through some sort of time warp on 
Sunday the 26th of February 2012 when a steam train 
appeared on the Alamein Line. 
It almost was not to be, but for the intervention of the 
Minister for Transport, Terry Mulder, which resulted in 
Steamrail Victoria being able to run the train on what was 
predicted to be an extremely hot day. 
A great result for the people of  
Burwood and the Ashburton  
Festival.


